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Sharon Askew:
HCC Instructor and Published Author

HCC Communications Instructor, Sharon Askew, brought
more than her credentials and teaching experience to Halifax
Community College.  She also brought a wealth of writing
skills.  The author of a book entitled Down in Lonesome
Grove, Askew recently shared how this dream of being a
writer became reality.

“I’ve always loved writing and decided to pursue it heavily by
turning a dream into a novel,” she said, and this novel was
literally the result of putting to paper what was basically a
part of a recurring dream.

“In my dreams, the characters had no names,” Askew
shared, “but they had definite personalities and purpose.”

The dreams started in 1989.  She recalled still being haunted
by them even after moving to Houston, TX in 2001.  It
was then that Askew decided to turn this dream into a novel.

Down in Lonesome Grove pits Lenora Smallwood against
her horrible and untold past.  After exhaustive research, Lenora puts together the pieces of her
mother’s life.  Sara June Smallwood (Lenora’s mother) commits suicide after discovering a horrific
truth during her nine-year marriage to Reverend Bernie Lee.

Since the release of the book, Askew has met several people who told her they have personally
experienced some of the same situations in the book.  A 60-year old woman cried after meeting Askew
and reading the book.  She shared some of her struggles as a child with Askew and how she never
previously told anyone about them.

The book inspired many of Askew’s family members to begin reading.  After experiencing her book,
they have found a passion for reading more.

She still enjoys writing and plans to continue.  She tends to like “dramatic fiction”.  Askew has also
written a play entitled, Ain’t No Free Ticket to Heaven.

Sharon Askew, HCC Instructor and author of
“Down in Lonesome Grove”



The General Educational (GED) Development/
Literacy Programs at Halifax Community
College are dedicated to helping people.  The
success earned from these programs is
worthwhile.  September was Literacy month at
HCC and two amazing women were

                                                             recognized for completing the program.

Gloria Coppage, an Enfield, NC native, left
school in 10th grade.  She was a single
mother who wanted to complete her high
school education to provide a better life for her
children.  Determined and driven, she took

and passed the GED test in December 2001.  She is enrolled in the Human Services
Program at HCC and plans to graduate in May 2006.  “Everyone at HCC was very
encouraging and supportive,” says Coppage.

Coppage is doing her Cooperative Education work experience with Families Supporting
Families, in Roanoke Rapids, NC.  Currently she is a HCC Ambassador and enjoys
sharing her experiences with other students.  She has the opportunity to support and
encourage others that are in similar situations as hers.

Thelma Hunter wanted to better her life as well
as provide a better life for her son.  She had
been out of school for many years until
meeting Joy Cooley (then literacy instructor)
who encouraged her.  She completed the GED
Program on July 31, 1992.  She also praised
other HCC instructors for the assistance they
provided.

Hunter strongly believes that she is receiving a
better education by starting at HCC versus a

                                                           4-year school.  “Instructors just don’t deliver
information, they make sure the students

            learn,” she said.

She earned an Associate’s Degree in Criminal Justice in May 1999 and is employed by
Greenville Correctional Facility in Jarratt, VA.  She is currently enrolled in the Human
Services Technology Program at HCC, because she is interested in counseling and
advocacy programs.

For more information on the Adult Basic Education/GED Program, contact Ada Harriss,
Director of the Literacy Program at (252) 536-7235 or harrissa@halifaxcc.edu.

Message from
Acting President Joy Cooley

Literacy Month Observed at HCC

Harriss & Thompson joined by Thelma
Hunter, program graduate.

Gloria Coppage; Tamba Thompson,
Literacy Coord.; Ada Harriss, Literacy Dir.

June Guralnick, Executive Director of The Centre has exciting things planned for
Halifax Community College.  Based on responses she received from a campus
wide survey, plans are underway to bring in a full season of programming from
August 2006 - June 2007.

Some of the plans include a mainstage series, a children’s series, and a
community arts series.  To provide support for these events, we are also in the
process of forming a new “Friends of The Centre” committee.  The Friends will
review selections for programming, solicit support, provide volunteer assistance,
and serve as  liasions to the community.  For more information, call
 (252) 538-4331.

The Centre Highlights

As I wrote “2006” for the first time,
my thoughts raced ahead to predict
what the new year will bring at HCC.
Whereas the end of the year provides
time for us to reflect on the past year’s
accomplishments and challenges, the
new year affords us the opportunity
to create our future. Whether we re-
solve to lose weight, study more, or
to work more efficiently, we are look-
ing forward, not back.  What we must
acknowledge is that the success of
our resolutions primarily depends on
our efforts.

All of us at HCC must examine and
determine what we want our College
to be.  The key word in our name is
“Community”. We must communicate
our ideas with each other, bring them
to the forefront, and then take the re-
sponsibility for carrying out the con-
sensus of our community.  Progress
involves learning from the past, look-
ing toward the future, and acting in
the present. We will determine the pre-
vailing attitudes, the scholastic
achievements, the successes, and
the failures. Those that have come
before us made paths on our cam-
pus, but we decide whether or not we
want to walk in those paths or create
our own.

What HCC becomes in 2006 will not
be decided by one person or one
event but rather by what we do col-
lectively over the course of the year.
As Aristotle is attributed with stating,
“We are what we repeatedly do. Ex-
cellence then is not an act, but a
habit”.  The year will already be un-
derway by the time you read this ar-
ticle. We don’t have a day or even a
minute to waste clinging to negativity
or mediocrity if we are to make this
the most productive and successful
year ever.

What will 2006 look like as we recall
how we spent our year at HCC? Will
we feel regret that we did not achieve
our goals or pride in a job well done?
What will we be able to say that we
accomplished for our college and our-
selves?  The answers to these ques-
tions will be found in our collective at-
titudes and actions. I foresee great
opportunities for HCC in 2006. It is
up to us to make our college the place
where Learning Comes to Life.



Tamikah Brown,
Office Systems
Technology
Instructor, received
an undergraduate
degree in Computer
Information

Sharon Askew
joins HCC as
Communications
Instructor.  She
earned an
undergraduate
degree from Shaw
University in
Theater Arts and

English, and a Master’s from Norfolk
State in English and Oral
Communication.  Her 15-year teaching
career includes positions at Shaw
University and Virginia State.  Askew is
the author of a published fiction novel,
Down in Lonesome Grove.

 Systems from St. Augustine College
and a Master of Business Administration
degree from Strayer University.  She
was previously employed as executive
office manager for DL Davis Company
in Raleigh.  She is excited to begin her
teaching career that blends her two
loves, computers and people.

New Faculty/Staff

research and development for GM as a
model-maker and instructing
journeymen; commercial and residential
design work; and assistant for a
greenhouse specializing in tropical
plants.  Her love of horticulture began as
a child, and she has always aspired to
begin a teaching career.  To Evans,
horticulture and teaching fit perfectly
together to fulfill her desire to teach and
continue working with plant life.

Cathy Farrabow,
newly appointed
English Instructor at
HCC, brings over 24
years of community
college experience.
She earned an
undergraduate

degree from the University of North
Carolina at Chapel Hill and a graduate
degree from the University of North
Carolina at Greensboro.

Peggy Lynn,
Greenhouse and
Grounds Instructor,
has been involved
in the horticulture
industry for 20
years.  She earned
her Bachelor’s in

Individualized Studies from Virginia
State and, after graduating, worked for
a large firm and garden center in
Fredericksburg, Virginia.  Prior to
coming to HCC, she worked for a local
garden center, Owens Plant Works.
Lynn loves to share her knowledge of
horticulture and believes  that teaching
is the best way to give others the
knowledge she has acquired from years
of experience.  Delighted to be on
board, Lynn is looking forward to a
successful and productive year at HCC.

Community College.  She has over 25
years of experience in the child care
field, including serving as Director of
the Ahoskie United Methodist Church
Child Care Center for 3 ½ years.
During her time in that position, the
center went from a 1-star rating to a 5-
star rating within 18 months.

Dr. Julie Parker,
Psychology
Instructor, earned
an undergraduate
degree from
Meredith College.
She worked for the
Wake County
Deputy Sheriff’s

Department for nine years before
moving to California.  There she earned
a Master’s in Psychology from JFK
University and a Ph.D in psychology
from Saybrook University.  Parker then
moved to Winton, North Carolina and
began working in the Student Affairs
Division at Chowan College where she
also taught on a part-time basis.  She
loves teaching and is happy to now be
in the classroom full time.

Fourteen faculty members have
completed their first semester at HCC.
Joining the campus in Fall 2005, this
group brought an array of expertise and
remarkable talent to the area.  Halifax
Community College is proud and
fortunate to have each of them as a part
of the campus and community.

Carolyn Evans joins
the institution as
instructor for one of
HCC’s newest
programs,
Horticulture
Technology.  She
earned a Bachelor’s
Degree in

Commercial and Residential Design
from North Carolina State University.
Her professional career includes

Vicki Myers,
Director of the
Child Care Center,
earned an
Associate Degree
in Early Childhood
Education from
Roanoke Chowan

Carroll Susco,
English Instructor,
earned her
undergraduate
degree from George
Mason University of
Pittsburg as well as
a Master’s of Fine

Arts degree.  She has been an
instructor at George Mason University,
the Community College of Allegheny,
and Northern Virginia Community
College.  Susco worked in publishing,
but missed being in the classroom and
returned to teaching after six years.
She has published 12 stories.  Two of
those stories were presented in Sun



New Faculty/Staff

Natalie Watson,
Department Head of
Paralegal
Technology, earned
her undergraduate
degree in Political
Science from the
University of North
Carolina at

Wes Terry is
Director of Criminal
Justice Technology
and Basic Law
Enforcement
Training at HCC,
with over 35 years

of experience in the Criminal Justice
field.  He began his career as a patrol
cop in Detroit during the 1968 riots, and
has worked as a special agent with the
SBI.  Within the North Carolina
Community College System, he was
employed as Police Science Instructor
at Vance Granville Community College
and BLET Director and Criminal Justice
Coordinator at Craven Community
College.  He is excited about his new
opportunity and looks forward to joining
the staff with the commitment to expand
and move the Criminal Justice Program
forward.

Greensboro and a graduate degree
from North Carolina Central School of
Law.  After graduating, she worked with
a non-profit law firm in Raleigh,
specifically with the Land Loss
Prevention Project, which helps
minorities and women keep possession
of farmland.  In January 2004 she
began work with Lawrence, Best, and
Associates, a general practice law firm
in Rocky Mount.  She began teaching
part-time with HCC in the spring of
2005, and is delighted to be on board
full-time.

Chris Wright has
been named
Department Head of
the new Associate
in Fine Arts in
Music Program.  He
graduated from the
North Carolina

School of the Arts in 2002 with a
Master’s Degree in Film Music.  He is
also a graduate of Campbell University
with a B.A. in Music.  His experience in
music includes composing music for the
feature film The Last Summer,
composing music for several short films.
He also gives private piano instruction
and is the head of the local home
fellowship of Calvary Chapel.

Alfred Evans (photo not available) begins
with HCC as Information Systems
Instructor.  He received his BS degree
in Mathematics from Pembroke State
University and his MS degree in
Information Systems from Strayer
University.  Previously employed with
Orion Recruiting Group as an executive
recruiter, he also worked as an
Operations Manager with the
Department of Defense, SRA
International as a manager/engineer,
and served for 21 years in the US Air
Force.  Evans is skilled in the areas of
operations systems, networking,
hardware, programming, desktop
applications, and phone systems.

Magazine, which has a circulation of
approximately 50,000.

2005 - 2006
Campus Campaign

All gifts are 100% tax deductible.

Your gift supports our students!
For information on establishing scholarships

or making contributions,
call (252) 536-7234.

Your gift will make a difference!

Prepare for a Career
in Law Enforcement

The 30th Session of the

Begins January 23, 2006

For information contact
Wes Terry at (252) 536-7277 or

terryw@halifaxcc.edu

Basic Law Enforcement
Training Academy

Registration deadline:
January 13, 2006



Student/Alumni Highlights

Four graduates from the Welding
program at Halifax Community College
were excited to be starting new jobs,
their first after completing the program.
Joshua Hall, Dexter Ramsey, Jarrail
Sledge, and Chris Clippard found
employment at SteelFab in Emporia,
Virginia.   All were hired at a higher than
base starting pay rate, due to outstand-
ing skills in welding and blueprint
reading exhibited on an on-site welding
test.

Welding Systems Technology

“I am proud of all four of these men,”
says Welding Instructor Jason Shotwell.
“All have worked hard this year to
complete the program, and I know that
all four will have very successful careers
as welders.”

Joshua Hall says that he made his
decision to enter the welding program
shortly after high school.  “I had started
trying to figure out what I wanted to do
for a career.” Says Hall,  “I saw a flyer

around town about the welding program
at the Community College, so I went out
to the Community College and talked to
some people.  After I checked it out, I
decided I would like to learn.”

Joshua is also quick to encourage
others  to enroll in Welding Technology.
“If you like working with your hands and
working outside, and if you don’t like to
be stuck inside behind a desk, go for it!
It’s a good way to make a living.  There’s
nothing like that feeling of accomplish-
ment after you’ve made something, when
you have done a good job and people
have recognized it.  Go for it!”

Success Begins With HCC Vocational Programs

Automotive Systems Technology

Halifax Community College has also
been the starting point for two Quality
Pontiac/ Bone’s Toyota Technicians.
1994 Graduate Greg Angoglia and 2003
Graduate Dave Griffies are two
members of well-trained and highly
qualified automotive technicians.
Angoglia is currently a General Motors
and Toyota trained technician, and
Griffies is a General Motors trained
technician.

“We have two graduates, Greg Angoglia
and Dave Griffies, from the automotive
program at HCC,” says Quality Pontiac/
Bone’s Toyota Service Manager Steve
Holliday.  “Both technicians are doing
outstanding work, and we know that a
large part of that is their education.  The
main thing about this business now is
training, and the Community College

program gives them (their students) an
up-and-above over everyone else that
tries to come into the industry.  This is a
very profitable career to be in, and the

On the job at SteelFab
Pictured from left to right
Front row:  HCC graduates Dexter Ramsey & Jarrail Sledge
Back row:  Jay Robertson, SteelFab Production Manager, HCC graduates
Chris Clippard & Josh Hall, and Jason Shotwell, HCC Welding Technology
Instructor

Community College has an excellent
program.  It taught me what I need to
know to get started in this career,” says
Griffies.

Employees of Quality Pontiac/Bones Toyota
Pictured from left to right
Steve Holliday, Service Manager
Dave Griffies, HCC graduate
Hunter Taylor, HCC Welding Instructor
Greg Angoglia, HCC graduate
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